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Working at Continental Airlines 
gave me the opportunity to ski 
all around the world.  No matter 
where I skied, there were always 
two sticks formed in the shape of 
an “X” along the trails.  These 
“X’s” let the skier know not to ski 
beyond that point.  They set 
boundaries for safe skiing.   

Organizational values serve the 
same purpose.  They provide 
clear boundaries to give 
guidance to how we do ministry.  
If we say we value “Care,” and 
do not respond to the needs of 
people, we are not operating in 
the boundaries we set for our 
ministries.  We would have to 
evaluate what we are doing and 
make the appropriate changes in 
order to be caring as we serve in 
ministry.  

In this edition of MV Life you will 
hear amazing testimonies of our 
congregants living out our values 

and making an impact to God’s 
kingdom!  

I believe if we live our values of 
Connect (connecting people to 
people with the goal of 
connecting them to God), Care 
(share the love of God by looking 
for, identifying, and meeting the 
needs of others), Call (finding, 
understanding, and living out 
God’s purpose for your life), and 
Courage (pushing past our fears 
to live in faith and obedience to 
God) as we minister to others, 
our vision: “Becoming a loving 
community, inviting and 
challenging people to move 
towards Christ,” will become a 
reality.  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Dave Fukuyama 

 

Save the Date 
 

Easter Sunday 

March 27th 

 

Family Promise 

April 10-17 

 

Sundays 
Women Bible Class 

8:30 AM 
 

Adult Bible Class 

9:00 AM 

Japanese Language 

Service 

9:30 AM 

Worship Service, 

Jr. High Sunday 

School, 

Kid’s Church 

10:00 AM 

 

NEXT LEVEL 

   DEFINING VALUES 

(L-R) Thank You Dinner 

at NBC Seafood restau-

rant; Baptism of Davis 

Ozawa; Youth at Mid-

winter retreat in Idyll-

wild. 



Our goal at Mission Valley is to become a loving community, inviting and chal-
lenging people to move towards Christ. In order for us to achieve our vision 
statement, it will take courage.  We define courage as, “pushing past our fears 
to live in faith and obedience to God.” A great illustration of courage is when 
Jesus’ disciple Peter walked on water and was able to do something amazing 
that was never done before! In the midst of a terrifying storm, stuck on a 
small fishing boat in the open sea with the other 11 disciples, Peter had faith 
Jesus would provide a way for him. 

A person that has been living out our value of courage and walking on water is our official board 
secretary, Chiho Lowe.  Chiho has been inspiring others by the way she pushed past her fears in 
obedience and faith in Jesus.  She has done an amazing job as our official board secretary! Chiho 
shares, “My main fear was that I might get overwhelmed and burnout by getting involved at church 
too much. I had that experience before at my other church and it was a very painful experience. I 
was also concerned about my capability...English is not my first language. When I was approached 
by Pastor Dave about this position, I thought, "Why do they, or God want me to be a secretary of 
the board?” So, to tell you the truth, I was already stressed out about this job even before accepting 
it! I really didn't want to do it. I was very scared.  But, I just had to trust God. God prepared the 
way for me, and I was able to put the fear behind and decided to accept this job. The secretary job 
is still never easy for me, but with the help of God and fellow board members, I've been able to do 
my job, even better than I thought I could! My life got a little busier, I'm not going to lie, but I'm 
happier and I feel more alive, I feel like I got "joy" back in my heart, so it's totally worth it.” - Mako 
Seto  

 

  I believe the Bible shows us the best way for us to live life and it starts with a 
relationship with Jesus Christ.   “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” Matthew 28:19-
20.  In these passages Jesus tells his disciples to “Connect with people” by 
going to all the nations, and to “Connect them with God” by and making 
disciples, baptizing them, teaching them everything Jesus taught the disciples.  
This command was not just give for the original disciples, but for all believers to 
follow Christ comes back. 

Matt shares how the value of connect has allowed him to connect with people and most 
importantly with Jesus. “When Pastor Dave asked me to write about my involvement in the ministry 
at the Welcome Center, it didn't dawn on me that it was a “ministry". However, I realized every time 
you connect with others, you can be a model of Christ. When the church did the series on "Move", I 
didn't feel I was Christ centered. Being able to welcome new worshipers and greet church members 
each Sunday has helped me to be more Christ centered. It has taken me out of my comfort zone 
but I look forward to meeting each of you every Sunday. God Bless!” - Pastor Dave  

CONNECT : Matt Kimura  

COURAGE : Chiho Lowe  

(L-R) Welcome Team &  

Ushers preparing for a 

pre-worship service 

prayer; Line dancing 

ministry and volun-

teers serving  at the 

Keiro’s Christmas 

event in Boyle Heights 



 

Caring for others is active. It is not something that ca passively be done, but 
it’s training oneself to have active eyes that can see the needs of others, 
recognizes what needs to be done, and active hearts to meet those needs. 
Amazingly enough, as we care for others, we are also showing worship and 
care towards the Lord. In Matthew 25, Jesus shares with His followers that 
when we show love and care for others, “whatever you [do] for one of the 
least of … you [also do] for me.” (Matthew 25:40) 

One Mission Valley family that has been active in showing care are Kaz & 
Sadako Achiwa. Last year when a family was battling cancer, the Achiwas extended their love 
during this great time of need. They made multiple visits to the hospital, showing love and comfort 
to the family  and once he went to be with the Lord, the Achiwas set up meals to be brought to the 
family, helped with funeral arrangements, and coordinated family coming into town, as part of the 
love and concern they had for the family during their time of need. Kaz shared he was motivated by 
love because when Sadako was sick a few years ago, a small group from church came beside them 
to uplift them during their battle. Accordingly, they are moved to pay this act of care forward by 
pouring out care to others in their time of need so this act love can overflow to affect even more 
lives. Kaz shared, “God calls us all to be Good Samaritans and to care for others. Nothing we did 
was special. We simply acted in obedience of what God calls us to do to be His hands and feet to help 
others in their greatest time of need.” - Kiki Honda  

 

CARE  : Kaz &  Sadako Achiwa  

   In church, the word “call” or “calling” is often used to describe the way God 
has “called” certain people to go into full time ministry and become pastors or 
missionaries. But the truth is, we are all called to love God, love others and 
make disciples. When we accept the fact we are ALL called to serve God, we 
can begin to explore this value and ponder the “call” of God on our life. How-
ever we receive it, we know the Holy Spirit will guide us and lead us towards 
service.  

Davis Ozawa served for the first time as a cabin leader for PCJC’s midwinter 
camp. Davis was interested in the leadership position and a chance to enjoy himself with others. 
An Eagle Scout, Davis missed being in leadership after graduating from the Boy Scouts. As he 
prepared to serve, God opened his eyes to see cabin leading is all about the youth and he has a 
tremendous opportunity to make a difference in their lives as a leader. Davis realized God had 
been directing him, not so much to lead, but to humbly serve. Davis answered the call and had 
the deep blessing of guiding Jr. High boys into deep conversations about God, family life, and 
their experience as young men. Even though he did not feel 100% confident going into camp as a 
leader, God prepared him perfectly to connect with the guys in his cabin and guide them as a 
mentor.  

Just like Davis, God has prepared you to serve him in unique and wonderful ways. How will you 
seek out God’s call for your life? I encourage you to pray for God’s direction and to seek out His 
will for your life. —Pastor Phil 

CALL : Davis Ozawa  

(L-R) Thank You 

Dinner with our 

volunteers at 

NBC Seafood res-

taurant; Pastor’s 

Appreciation Day 

for Pastor Dave 

and Pastor Phil  



1201 S San Gabriel Blvd 

San Gabriel, CA 91776-3116 

626.285.6788 

email: office@missionvalleyfmc.org 

website: www.missionvalleyfmc.org 
 

 

NONPROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 

SAN GABRIEL, CA 

PERMIT NO. 42 

Time Sensitive Material 

 

“Becoming a loving community  

inviting and challenging people  

to move towards Christ.”  

January 1, 2016 marked the third year of 
Phase I of the Bridging the Generations 
capital campaign.  The faithful giving by our 
church family called us together in 
communion with God and with each other to 
further God’s kingdom, for today and for the 
generations.  “Community is first of all a 
quality of the heart.  It grows from the 
spiritual knowledge that we are alive not for 
ourselves but for one another” Henri Nouwen. 

The church signage identifying the major 
buildings, classrooms and the church office, 
directional signage to the buildings and the 
new parking directional sign were installed in 

December 2015.  This new signage welcomes 
people onto the campus and into our church.   

New signage and banners for the narthex 
representing our vision statement, “Becoming 
a loving community, inviting and challenging 
people to move towards Christ” and the 2016 
core values- Connect, Care, Call and Courage 
are in design and will be installed next. 

 

We will continue to improve our church 
campus for the future as capital campaign 
funds become available and pledges are 
collected.  

 

Capital campaign donations from October 
2013 through December 2015 are as follows:                                   
Total “First Fruits”, 3-year pledges and 
donations: $641,090                                

Total received: $587,118                     
Capital campaign fund balance: $330,000 

 

We continue to pray to seek God’s guidance 
and pray in gratitude for His goodness and 
the fruits from His love for us. 

 

Capital Campaign Committee, February 
2016. 

BRIDGING THE GENERATIONS: Capital Campaign Update 


